
   Jonesboro Jaycees
From the President
Welcome back.  Hopefully, this 
newsletter finds you a tad earlier 
in the month than the last.  If 
not, hey we’re trying.  I wanted to 
take a moment to bore you with a 
“why I’m a Jaycee” story this 
month.  If you’ve heard it before, 
I guess you can skip onto John’s 
article.  If not, read on and be 
inspired.  

My start in the Jaycees was 
inauspicious as any.  I came to 
Dog and Suds late on a Friday 
evening after providing sideline 
coverage at a football game in 
Paragould.  I was probably in the 
commercial building five minutes 
when I first met Stacey Null.  He 
walked up, introduced himself 
and shook my hand.  From that 
point and for the rest of the 
evening, he basically attached 
himself to my side and began 
touting the benefits of the 
Jaycees.  Not long after that, 
along came Bryan Privett who 
basically attached himself to my 
other hip and proceeded to sing 
the same tune into my other ear.  
I couldn’t tell you anything they 
said to me that night.  It wasn’t 
their words that caused me to 
become a Jaycee.  It was just them 
and the openness with which they 
welcomed me into their circle.  I 

didn’t so much care about being a 
Jaycee at that point, more so, I 
just wanted to hang out with this 
very friendly group of people.  
Two months and 50 dollars later, I 
was a Jaycee and I have been one 
ever since.  I would be lying to all 
of you if I didn’t admit that there 
have been times I would have 
rather have been anything other 
than a Jaycee, but I’ve never 
wanted to quit.  I’m here to stay I 
guess and plan to be around until 
I’m kicked out in 9 years or so.  
I’ve made it this far and stuck it 
out because my friends were here 
with me, in the trenches gutting 
it out every step of the way.    

I guess there is a moral to this 
story, or at least I hope so.  I’ve 
heard other old Jaycees talk about 
what makes a possible new 
member become a new member.  
For some, it’s an internal need to 
serve and help others.  For other 
people, it’s to learn new 
leadership skills and then there 
are you very strange people who 
just like the haunted house.  I still 
haven’t figured you guys out, but 
anyway the point is, the Jaycees 
are something a little different to 
everyone.  You just never know 
what would make a possible new 
member become an actual new 

member, just like you never know 
what will keep them around after 
they join.  For yours truly, its 
friendships and meeting folks I 
never would have known had I 
not been a Jaycee.  That just 
keeps me going and makes me 
always want to be a part of 
whatever Jaycee business or 
project is happening at the time.  
The question you have to ask 
given all this rambling is would I 
be here if not for Bryan and 
Stacey.  Well maybe, and maybe 
not.  Our willingness to accept 
and be friendly to new folks will 
always bring them into the fold, 
no matter what their reasons are 
for staying.  I guess I’m asking 
you as well as myself to keep that 
in mind when a possible ‘newbie’ 
turns up at a meeting or project.  
Remember, all of “us” make the 
Jaycees, but more of “us” keep it 
going.
 

Jeff Deniston
60th President,

Jonesboro Jaycees
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Briefly...

Who’s Due for April
[insufÞcient data]

Who’s Due for May
[insufÞcient data]



VP REPORT: MANAGEMENT DEVELOPMENT

Well, another month is in the books and it was 
a busy one. Thanks to everyone that came out and 
helped with the barn clean up, it looks great. Wild 
night is coming up and we need everyone to sell 
tickets and acquire silent auction items, so if you 
have any celebrity contacts, autographed items sell 
really well. Anything will be appreciated. We are 

having a concession stand renovation committee 
meeting after the second meeting of March, so if 
you have any ideas come and share. That’s all I 
have for now. Man, I love spell check!  

John Judd, Vice President

Upcoming...
LetÕs take a minute to talk about Wild Night.  This 

year, Wild Night will be ÒWild Night in the BayouÓ.  

Join the Jaycees for a fundraising dinner with 
crawÞsh, Andouille sausage, grilled chicken and all the 
yummy sides you can eat; open bar; silent & live 
auction; a DJ and dancing. 

This year weÕll be getting our party on at the NEA 
District Fairgrounds in the Commercial Building.  
Tickets are $50/person, $80/couple, and $320 for a 
table that seats eight.  For tickets, contact Nikki Sharp 
at 870-316-8340 or wildnight@jonesborojaycees.org.

Please try to sell tickets and round up auction 
items.  Contact Nikki for more information on that.
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April 3

Meeting night at the 
Fairgrounds.  BoardÕs at 6 
with General at 7.

April 5

AR Jaycees Race Day in 
Hot Springs.

April 10

This monthÕs lunch bunch 
will be at Wings to Go 
on the 10th.

April 10

Nick will be offering 
guitar lessons on the 
10th with beginnerÕs 
lessons starting at 6pm 
and intermediate lessons 
at 7pm.

April 17

Time for another 
meeting.  Join us at the 
Fairgrounds at 7pm for 
the General Membership 
Meeting.

April 26

WeÕll once again be doing 
Kids Corner at the 
March of Dimes March 
for Babies.  Registration 
starts at 9am.

May 3

Wild Night in the Bayou.  
Come out for crawÞsh, 
chicken, and lots of 
yummy sides.  ThereÕll be 
an open bar and silent 
and live auctions.


